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All persons are by nature free and independent, and have certain natural and unalienable rights, among which are those of 
enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and of pursuing and obtaining safety 
-- Article 1, Section 1, New Jersey State Constitution 


and happiness. 


Second Amendment latest 
issue to be reframed -wrongly 


— as racist 

Racism seems to be the most 
common denominator of today’s political 
controversies. Issues long debated over 
other grounds — the Senate's filibuster 
rule, voter ID laws, even standardized 
testing, math, statistics and meritocracy 
— have all been reframed as a choice 
between racism and equality. 

The reframing of such issues in 
racial terms removes any need to 
respond to other issues — and it 
relieves advocates of defending the 
racism charge. It may be the ultimate 
conversation stopper — _ but that 
advantage is precisely its weakness, 
particularly when racist roots are less 
than evident. 

The latest example comes 
from the American Civil Liberties Union, 
which posted a discussion of how the 
Second Amendment is a product of 
racism. Supporting commentary 
explained how “Anti-Blackness 
determined the inclusion of the Second 
Amendment in the Bill of Rights, and has 
informed the unequal and_ racist 
application of gun laws.” 

Some media and _ilegal 
commentators have fawned over a new 
book, “The Second: Race and Guns ina 
Fatally Unequal America,” by Dr. Carol 
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Anderson, chair of Emory University’s 
Black Studies Department. Anderson 
claims the Second Amendment “was 
designed and has consistently been 
constructed to keep African Americans 
powerless and vulnerable.” In interviews 
and NPR, her theory was not challenged 
on the Second Amendment's history or 
purpose, despite overwhelming (and 
largely ignored) evidence to the 
contrary. Instead, NPR breathlessly 
billed its interview as “Historian Carol 
Anderson Uncovers The Racist Roots 
Of The Second Amendment.” 

The suggestion that it was a 
primary motivation for the Second 
Amendment is utter nonsense. 

States opposed to slavery, like 
Vermont, Pennsylvania, New 
Hampshire, New York and Rhode 
Island, had precursor state 
constitutional provisions recognizing the 
right to bear arms. In his 1770 defense 
of Capt. Thomas Preston in the Boston 
Massacre trial, John Adams declared 
that British soldiers had a right to defend 
themselves since “here every private 
person is authorized to arm himself.” His 
co-Founding Father, Samuel Adams, 
was vehemently anti-slavery and 
equally supportive of the right to bear 
arms. 

Guns were viewed as essential 
in much of America, which was then a 


frontier nation, needed for food — but 
also to protect a free people from 
tyranny and other threats. (The 
Minutemen at Concord, after all, were 
not running to a Klan meeting in 1775.) 
Law enforcement was relatively scarce 
at the time — but, of course, some 
writers today claim the first police 
departments were products of slavery, 
too, used to enforce that system and to 
recapture escaped slaves. 

The latest claim is reminiscent 
of the controversy over “The 1619 
Project” produced by New York Times 
journalist Nikole Hannah-Jones, who 
claimed the American Revolution was 
motivated in large part to preserve 
slavery. Hannah-Jones clearly came up 
with her framing before looking at the 
facts, which directly contradict her claim. 
It was published and only later 
corrected, along with other errors. 

The Second Amendment claim 
is equally unfounded, but the argument 
allows for advocates to argue that this 
original “antiblackness” continues to 
shape “the unequal and_ racist 
application of gun laws.” This argument 
is maintained despite the fact that a 
quarter of African Americans are gun 
owners (compared with 36 percent of 
whites) and gun sales have been 
increasing in the African American 
community. Some African Americans 
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have long viewed guns as an equalizer, 
including escaped slave Frederick 
Douglass, who heralded the power of “a 
good revolver, a steady hand.” Gun 
ownership has a long, fiercely defended 
tradition in the Black community. 
Indeed, Ida B. Wells, one of the most 
prominent —_anti-lynching activists, 
declared: “The Winchester Rifle 
deserves a place of honor in every Black 
home.” 

For decades, the meaning of 
the Second Amendment wallowed in a 
debate over whether the right to bear 
arms is an individual right. Gun-control 
advocates lost that debate before the 
Supreme Court in 2008. Now, however, 
critics can dispense with such long- 
standing arguments by claiming the 
amendment is a relic of slavery and a 
tool of racism. That instantly converts 
any Second Amendment defenders into 
advocates not of freedom but of anti- 
blackness and oppression. It simplifies 
the argument and silences opposing 
views. 

Indeed, in today’s standard, it 
is not enough to be non-racist, you must 
prove yourself to be anti-racist. Yet it is 
hard to establish yourself as anti-racist if 
you are defending rules or amendments 
or countries already decried as being 
racist. Moreover, if you are trained to 
view everything through an anti-racist 
lens, it can become the only option — 
like the old military adage that “if you 
only have a hammer, every problem 
looks like a nail.” 

It is even dangerous today to 
observe that any given legal problem is 
not a problem of racism. Some are; 
many are not. But if everything is a 
product or relic of racism, the “racism” 
label becomes less notable or less 
imperative to address. 

There is no need to rewrite 
history. Racism permeates our history, 
including a war in which hundreds of 
thousands of many races died to end 
slavery in this country. 

We have continued _ that 
struggle through the Civil Rights period 
and into the current day. But those 
efforts are hampered, not advanced, by 
converting all political disputes into 
zero-sum fights over racism, which 
leaves little room for debate and even 
less room for persuasion. 

The resulting silence is not 
evidence of consensus’ but of 
intimidation. Racism is real, but it cannot 
be defeated if it is reduced to a political 
trump card. 

Jonathan Turley is the Shapiro 
Professor of Public Interest Law at 
George Washington University 

-- The Hill 7/28/21 


The Racist Reality of Gun 
Control 

By Cody J. Wisniewski 

Exorbitant fees, draconian 
laws, and more combine _ to 
disadvantage minorities the most. 

Gun control disproportionately 
impacts the poor and minorities and puts 
them at greater risk of prosecution. So 
why is it that progressives, who like to 
think of themselves as champions of the 
“people,” are always pushing for stricter 
gun-control laws? 

In January 2016, New York 
mayor Bill de Blasio created “Project 
Fast Track” to aggressively pursue all 
firearms cases in New York. Defendants 
in that court are overwhelmingly young 
black males who are charged with 
simply possessing an illegal firearm — 
not using it or committing any violent 
crime. The majority in these cases have 
never been convicted of a felony. 

Is a local snapshot of a 
broader picture. Nationally, while black 
Americans amount to only 13 percent of 
the population, they receive 51 percent 
of ll felony _ firearm-possession 
convictions. A number of these cases 
may in fact be connected to more 
nefarious criminal activity. And given the 
crime wave sweeping U.S. cities, 
prosecutors should be pursuing violent 
crimes wherever they can. 

But minorities and those living 
in poor areas are much more likely to 
experience crime, especially violent 
crime, compared with their fellow 
citizens. These individuals are in 
particular need of the ability to defend 
themselves, and they have the same 
right to do so as someone living in a 
safe, upper-class suburb; and yet gun- 
control laws eviscerate this right for 
vulnerable Americans in several ways. 

First, gun control operates as 
an economic barrier for many poor 
Americans. Buying a_ firearm is 
expensive and is made even more 
expensive when cities enforce stringent 
restrictions, especially extensive 
transfer and background-check fees. 

The federal government has 
made it almost completely illegal to buy 
a gun except through a _ licensed 
firearms dealer. These dealers charge a 
fee to perform the federally mandated 
transfer — fees paid by the buyer. 

In some places, those transfer 
fees are very costly. A new, entry-level 
handgun typically costs less than $200. 
But in Dallas, Texas, it will cost you 
about $25 more to have a dealer 
complete the federally mandated 
firearm transfer. In Washington, D.C.., it 
will cost you $125 — or more than 60 
percent of the cost of the actual gun. For 


many, these fees put a lawful purchase 
beyond reach. 

Even if a _ disadvantaged 
individual could afford the gun itself, the 
financial barriers don’t end there. 

New York City requires you to 
have a permit simply to keep a firearm 
in your home. Many states effectively 
prevent you from carrying that firearm 
outside your home. Either those states 
make the permits nearly impossible to 
get, like New York’s “may issue” permit 
system that is currently under review by 
the U.S. Supreme Court, or the state 
makes it so costly as to prohibit most 
people from affording the permit — a 
California carry permit, if you can get it, 
will cost around $300, and you must 
renew it every two years. 

In addition, gun-control laws 
are not equally enforced in upscale 
neighborhoods. No one strolling through 
Beverly Hills or down 5th Avenue in New 
York is worried about being searched for 
a firearm. We all know where those 
“stop-and-frisk” pat-downs are more 
likely to take place, and for whom. And 
those are the individuals in de Blasio’s 
“Project Fast Track.” 

To be clear, this disparity is not 
new. 

The entire history of gun 
control has been hellbent on depriving 
minorities of their rights. Before the 
founding of the United States, some 
colonies prohibited freedmen, slaves, 
and indentured ~~ servants _ from 
possessing firearms. Others prevented 
Catholics from gun ownership. 
Massachusetts prohibited gunsmiths 
from repairing or selling firearms to 
Native Americans. 

Despite being lauded as a 
progressive necessity, gun control, at its 
core, has always been discriminatory 
against ethnic, political, and religious 
minorities, as well as the poorest 
members of our society. 

Gun control, further, does not 
make dangerous neighborhoods safer. 
Instead, it forces the disadvantaged to 
choose between abiding by gun-control 
laws or defending their own families. 

The solution is for the 
government to stop making it so difficult 
and so expensive for people to defend 
themselves. 

We must recognize that all 
Americans have an equal right to defend 
themselves, regardless of race or 
income. 


Cody J. 
(@TheWizardofLawz) is the director of 
Mountain States Legal Foundation’s 
Center to Keep and Bear Arms. He 
primarily _ focuses on Second 
Amendment issues but is happy so long 


Wisniewski 


as he is reminding the government of its 
enumerated powers and constitutional 
restrictions. 

-- National Review July 16, 2021 


Czech Constitution Adding 
Amendment Protecting Guns 


for Self-Defense 
By AWR Hawkins 

The Czech Republic’s Senate 
approved a measure this week to 
amend their constitution and protect the 
right to defend one’s life with a firearm. 
The amendment will be added to “The 
Charter of Fundamental Rights and 
Freedoms,” and will say: “The right to 
defend one’s own life or the life of 
another person with a weapon is 
guaranteed under the conditions laid 
down by law.” 

The amendment was pushed 
because of “disarmament trends in the 
EU.” Those who pushed __ the 
amendment wanted to insure the right to 
use firearms for self-defense was 
recognized as being above restrictions 
which come from “ordinary law.” 

Senator Martin Cerviéek said, 
“The proposal is not only symbolic in 
nature but can also serve as insurance 
for the future.” 

Expats CZ _ notes _ the 
“amendment comes as a reaction to a 
petition signed by 102,000 people, 
including a number of top elected 
Officials.” 

The amendment will take effect 
at some point between August 1, 2021, 
and September 1, 2021. 

Americans’ right to use 
firearms for self-defense is protected by 
the Second Amendment to the United 
States Constitution. That amendment 
says, “A well regulated Militia, being 
necessary to the security of a free State, 
the right of the people to keep and bear 
Arms, shall not be infringed.” 

AWR Hawkins is an award- 
winning Second Amendment columnist 
for Breitbart News and the writer/curator 
of Down Range with AWR Hawkins, a 
weekly newsletter focused on all things 
Second Amendment. He is the political 
analyst for Armed American Radio. You 
can sign up to get Down Range at 
breitbart.com/downrange. = 
www.brietbart.com 24 Jul 2021 
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Stop the War on Ghost Guns 
By Erich Pratt 

All comments must reference 
this document’s docket number ATF 
2021R-05, be legible, and include the 
commenter’s complete first and last 
name and full mailing address. ATF may 
not consider, or respond to, comments 
that do not meet these requirements or 
comments containing profanity. ATF will 
retain all comments as part of this 
rulemakings administrative record. 

The ATF has _ released 
proposed rules to crack down on so- 
called “ghost guns.” 

Politicians have made up the 
anti-gun pejorative “ghost guns” to try 
and frighten Americans and justify their 
assault on your Second Amendment 
right to craft a homemade firearm. 

With the ATF now actively 
accepting public comments on_ their 


proposed rules, Gun Owners of America 


needs YOUR help flooding the ATF 
offices with a constant barrage of letters 
telling them to keep their paws off of our 
God-given rights. 

At a time when the price of 
everyday goods and materials is 
skyrocketing, your basic right to be able 
to craft your own homemade firearm has 
never been more important. 

While you are helping us raise 
hell on the ATF for their new war on 
“ghost guns,” Gun Owners of America is 
SUING the rabidly anti-gun city of 
Philadelphia for its illegal ban on “ghost 
guns.” 


We just filed a lawsuit along 
with four Philadelphians seeking to 
invalidate Philadelphia’s illegal and 
unconstitutional prohibition on_ its 
residents and citizens from making and 
finishing firearms for their own private 
use. 

Pennsylvania Courts have told 
Philadelphia no less than THREE 
TIMES they are NOT permitted to locally 
regulate firearms, as defined in PA Code 
Title 18, Second 6120. 

But anti-gunners, who have a 
burning hatred of the Constitution, don’t 
care about the rule of law. 

That's why Gun Owners of 
America will remain UNWAVERING in 
our defense of your God-given rights as 
the Biden-Harris Administration and 
their anti-gun lapdogs across America 
wage war on the Second Amendment. 

But we need YOU to take 
action — and that begins by stopping 
the ATF from its latest war on “ghost 
guns.” 

Please Take Action above and 
tell the ATF to STOP their assault on so- 


called “ghost guns.” 
-- www.gunowners.org 25 May 2021 


Revealed: Elon Musk, Tesla 
go full shill for communists 
on Chinese social media site 
Weibo 

Billionaire entrepreneur Elon 
Musk and his electric car company 
Tesla have shared full-blown praise of 
the Chinese Communist Party on 
China’s equivalent to Twitter, Breitbart 
News can reveal. 

The verified accounts for Elon 
Musk and top Chinese’ Tesla 
representatives on the Chinese micro- 
blogging site Weibo have all been 
adorned with personalised backgrounds 
celebrating the one hundred year 
anniversary of the Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP). 

Other users, including one of 
Tesla’s main accounts, do not feature 
the communist banner art. 


Therefore it is likely that 
someone who manages Elon Musk and 
other Tesla social media accounts in 
China made the decision to honour the 
murderous regime. 

The billionaire tech magnate 
drew criticism this week for celebrating 
the CCP on Western social media. 

The Xinhua post Musk 
responded to was quoting Chinese 
dictator Xi Jinping, who claimed: “China 
has realised the first centenary goal — 
building a moderately prosperous 
society in all respects. This means that 
we have brought about a_ historic 
resolution to the problem of absolute 
poverty in China, and we are now 
marching in confident strides toward the 
second centenary goal of building China 
into a great modern socialist country in 
all respects.” 

The false claim that China has 
eliminated poverty comes from the 
regime the standard of extreme poverty 
from the World Bank’s threshold of 
$1.90 per day to the new communist 
standard of $1.52 per day. 

One of the chief propaganda 
outlets for the CCP, The Global Times, 
hailed the pronouncement from Musk 
and others as confirmation of the party’s 
supposed success, writing: “Overseas 
companies congratulated China on its 
remarkable achievements made under 
the leadership of the Communist Party 
of China.” 

While Musk has _ previously 
expressed opposition to Marxism, he 
has sought to increase Tesla’s position 
in Communist China. 

Ahead of the launch of his 
factory in 2019, Musk, in conversation 
with Alibaba founder Jack Ma, openly 
declared that “China is the future”. 

It has been far from smooth 
sailing for Musk, however, with Chinese 
state regulators announcing a recall of 
some 300,000 Tesla cars in the country, 
just days before the billionaire 
entrepreneur lavished praise on the 
CCP. 

Some have speculated that the 
Chinese are trying to edge Tesla out of 
the market in favour of home-grown 
alternatives made with allegedly stolen 
tech from the American electric vehicle 
company. — breitbart.com 3 Jul 2021 


ABC News crime special cites 
outlets that counts self- 
defense shootings as gun 
violence 

ABC News is running a crime 
special this week focused on guns, 
relying on an outlet that counts self- 
defense shootings as gun violence. 


However, in the midst of 
coverage, ABC News admitted they 
“dug” down and discovered “violence 
occurs disproportionately in poorer, 
urban areas — from Los Angeles to 
Chicago to New York City.” In other 
words, Democrat-run cities. 

Nevertheless, ABC News 
presents gun violence as a national 
problem by relying the Gun Violence 
Archive that lists defensive gun uses 
and officer gun uses against criminals 
as “gun violence.” 

The GVA rejects the FBI 
criteria of four fatalities in one incident 
for a mass shooting. Instead, the GVA 
will list four injuries in one incident as a 
mass shooting. As a result, they listed 
611 mass shootings in the year 2020. 

The Gun Violence Archive 
listed 335 mass shootings for 2015, but 
this deserves a closer look as Mother 
Jones editor Mark Follman addressed 
the exaggerated claims of mass 
shootings in 2015. 

In the New York Times 
Follman told leftist media pundits, gun 
control groups, and actresses like Rose 
McGowan, who claimed 355 mass 
shootings in the U.S. in 2015, that: "At 
Mother Jones, where | work as an editor, 
we have complied an in-depth open- 
source database covering more than 
three decades of public mass shootings. 
By our measure, there have been four 
“mass shootings’ this year, including the 
one in San Bernardino, and at least 73 
such attacks since 1982." 

That is quite a difference — 
four mass shootings versus Hollywood’s 
claims of 355 and the Gun Violence 
Archive’s claim of 335. 

ABC News is relying on Gun 
Violence Archives in the series One 
Nation Under Fire. 25 
breitbart.com 26 Jul 2021 


Despite What Biden Says, 
Guns Factor In Only A Small 


Percentage of Violent Crimes 

Dr. John Lott has a new 
investigative news piece at Real Clear 
Investigations: 

In response to sharp increases 
in violent crime, President Biden 
stressed that his administration is 
focused on “stemming the flow of 
firearms used to commit violent crimes.” 
But this “guns first” approach ignores a 
basic fact — about 92% of violent crimes 
in America do not involve firearms. 

Although firearms were used in 
about 74% of homicides in 2019, they 
comprise less than 9% of violent crimes 
in America. 

The vast majority of violent 
offenses — including robberies, rapes 


and other sex crimes — almost always 
involve other weapons or no weapons at 
all. 

Consider Chicago, which has 
become a national symbol of violent 
crime. While shootings have increased 
by about 11% this year, murders have 
decreased slightly in 2021 — to 382 as of 
July 11 compared to 387 for the same 
time period last year. Chicago's sex 
crimes are up 23% (1,068 as of July 11 
compared with 868 during the same 
period in 2020). 

In New York City, murders 
have dropped by 36.4% compared to 
last year. But robberies are up 18%, 
rapes 9%, and other sex crimes 35% — 
all of which do not usually involve guns, 
sex crimes rarely so. This year murders 
make up 0.3% of felonies. 

Even if gun crime were to rise 
dramatically, experts point out that it 
would still be a small fraction of overall 
violent crime. 

The National Crime 
Victimization Survey, in the latest year 
available (2019), shows that there were 
5,440,680 rapes, robberies, and 
aggravated assaults and 16,425 
murders. Firearms were used _ in 
440,830 incidents for rapes, robberies, 
and aggravated assaults and 10,258 
murders. Adding those numbers up, 
8.27% of violent crime incidents 
involved firearms. The percentage has 
stayed virtually the same for decades. 

Nevertheless, Biden and other 
Democrats argue that lax gun control, 
which allows gun __ trafficking, is 
responsible for the increase in violent 
crime. 

Unmentioned by the president 
as factors in the violent crime increase 
were last year’s widespread unrest over 
the George Floyd murder and the 
dislocations of the pandemic, including 
mass layoffs, youths kept out of schools 
and, notably, the early release of many 
convicts from infection-prone prisons. 
Against this backdrop, some scholars 
question the president’s focus on gun 
laws. 

The White House did not 
respond to a request for comment. 

Republicans, such as former 
Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker argue that 
in many urban areas, more than half of 
prison inmates have been released on 
account of the pandemic and the 
releases are continuing. Bail reforms 
allow those accused of crime to remain 
on the streets. In some places, police 
have been ordered to stand down and 
their budgets cut. Prosecutors in many 
major urban areas have refused to 
prosecute violent criminals. 

The Los Angeles _ Police 
Protective League criticized LA 


County’s then newly elected DA George 
Gascoén’s pledge (since fulfilled) to 
reduce criminal sentences and eliminate 
cash bail for misdemeanors. “As 
homicides, shooting victims and shots 
fired into occupied homes soar in Los 
Angeles,” the union wrote, “it’s 
disturbing that Gascon’s first act in office 
is to explore every avenue possible to 
release from jail those responsible for 
this bloodshed.” 

Gascon’s_ office did not 
respond to a request for comment. 

Biden boasted that the 
American Rescue Plan passed earlier 
this year by Congress provided funds to 
hire “more police officers, more nurses, 
more counselors, more social workers.” 
However, the bill did not require that 
local governments spend any of the 
$350 billion they received on law 
enforcement. 

Over 50% of the murders take 
place in just 2% of the counties (60 of 
the 3,140 counties, the 60 making up 
27.5% of the population), and even 
within those counties most murders 
occur within 10-block areas. These are 
overwhelmingly gang-related murders. 
Fifty-four percent of counties have no 
murders and another 15% have one.-- 
John RFR. Lott, Jr, Real Clear 
Investigations, July 20, 2021. 


Silicon Valley Is Fused with 
the National Security State 
Posted by Patrick Wood 

In June 2021, the National 
Security Council released a new 
“National Strategy for Countering 
Domestic Terrorism.” While framed as a 
tool to fight White supremacy and 
political extremism, the definition of 
what constitutes a “domestic terrorist” is 
incredibly vague and based _ on 
ideologies. 

Media Roots Radio host 
Robbie Martin notes how this creates a 
dangerous slippery slope and the 
increased surveillance of Americans’ 
data. 

The “War on Terror,” launched 
after the September 11 attacks, Martin 
says, “was merely a prelude to a larger 
domestic crackdown on __ political 
dissidents.” It's not a stretch that one 
day anyone who disagrees with the 
government could be labeled a 
domestic terrorist and charged with a 
crime. 

Investigative journalist Glenn 
Greenwald stated that the end goal of 
the newly emerging war on domestic 
terrorism is to “essentially criminalize 
any oppositional ideology to the ruling 
class” 


Greenwald stated that viewing 
Washington as Democrat versus 
Republican, with one side being “your 
team” and the other being “your enemy” 
is flawed, as an elite ruling class is truly 
in power: “There is a ruling class elite 
that is extremely comfortable with the 
establishment wings of both parties ... 
who they fund equally because those 
are the people who serve their agenda. 
Then there’s a whole other group of 
people at whose expense they rule in. 
Some consider them on the left, some 
on the right,” but “it’s time to break down 
those barriers.” 

“It is accompanied by viral-on- 
social-media pleas that one work with 
the FBI to turn in one’s fellow citizens 
(“See Something, Say Something!”) and 
demands for a new system of domestic 
surveillance,” Greenwald wrote. 

You don’t have to be violent to 
be declared a terrorist. You may simply 
have what the government deems to be 
“extremist views” or you could be 
accused of spreading disinformation — 
whatever the definition of 
“disinformation.” 

Independent journalist Whitney 
Webb is concerned about fusion 
centers, at which the Department of 
Homeland Security, FBI, NGOs and 
others in the private sector collaborate 
to decide who’s a terrorist and who’s 
not. Webb believes that fusion centers 
will take on the same role as the CIA-run 
Phoenix Program during the Vietnam 
War, which collated names of dissidents 
to databases so they could be pursued 
by the authorities — many ended up 
being kidnapped, tortured and killed. 

In order for fusion centers to 
gain widespread acceptance, Webb 
believes that an outrageous event 
needs to take place. 

She also draws parallels 
between the present day and the U.S.- 
backed Operation Condor, which 
targeted leftists, suspected leftists and 
their sympathizers, resulting in the 
murders of an estimated 60,000 people, 
about half of which occurred in 
Argentina. Another 500,000 were 
politically imprisoned. '% 

Silicon Valley and the national 
security state are now fused, Webb 
says. The decades-long wars against 
domestic dissidence have _ always 
involved technology like databases, and 
now the link is inseparable. 

The National Security 
Commission on Artificial Intelligence’s 
chairman is Eric Schmidt, the former 
head of Alphabet, Google’s parent 
company. Other notable Silicon Valley 
NSCAI members include:'” 

Eric Horvitz, director of Microsoft 
Research Labs 


Andy Jassy, CEO of Amazon Web 
Services (CIA contractor) 
Andrew Moore, head of Google Cloud Al 

Meanwhile, Greenwald 
highlighted a statement by Alex Stamos, 
a former Facebook security official, who 
recommends social media companies 
collaborate with law enforcement to 
crack down on extremist influencers 
online, especially those with large 
audiences in order to “get us all back in 
the same consensual reality.” 

| urge you to listen to the Media 
Roots Radio podcast with Whitney 
Webb to understand the historical 
events that have led us to where we are 
today. 

Fortunately, there’s a way to 
passively disentangle yourself from the 
data mining and legacy social media 
that is intertwined with the war on 
domestic terror. Webb says: “Delete 
your Facebook and your Instagram and 
your Twitter, because you are feeding 
the domestic terror machine.” -- 
www.technology,news Aug. 13, 2021 


Federal appeals court shoots 
down laws banning handgun 
sales to 18- to 20- year-olds 

A divided three-judge panel of 

the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
ruled Tuesday in Charlottesville that 
longstanding federal law _ banning 
licensed firearms dealers from selling 
handguns to 18, 19 and 20-year-olds is 
unconstitutional. 
“ When do constitutional rights 
vest? At 18 or 21? 16 or 25? Why not 13 
or 33?” wrote Judge Julius N. 
Richardson. 

“Our nation’s most cherished 
constitutional rights vest no later than 
18. And the Second Amendment's right 
to keep and bear arms is no different.” 

Richardson, joined by Judge 
G. Steven Agee, wrote that, “Despite the 
weighty interest in reducing crime and 
violence, we refuse to relegate either the 
Second Amendment or 18- to 20-year- 
olds to a second-class status.” 

The case stemmed from a suit 
filed against the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives by a 
19-year-old woman and a 20-year-old 
man. The two wanted to buy handguns 
from licensed dealers but were unable to 
because of a law Congress passed in 
1968 that prevents licensed firearms 
dealers from selling handguns to 18-, 
19- and 20-year-olds. 

The challenged provisions only 
cover the commercial sale of firearms, 
wrote dissenting Judge James A. Wynn, 
Jr who noted. “Young adults aged 18 to 
20 may still possess and use handguns, 
may still receive handguns as gifts, and 


can even purchase handguns through 
unlicensed, but otherwise legal, private 
sales,”. 

Carl Tobias, a professor at the 
University of Richmond School of Law 
and an expert on the court said, “This is 
another very technical, controversial 
area of the law in which the three-judge 
panel is split.” 

Tobias, citing two Fourth 
Amendment cases that sharply split the 
Richmond-based appeals court in the 
past year, said the losing party in this 
case might also ask the full court to take 
the issue up and support Wynn’s 
position. 

Richardson, writing for the 
majority, said that, “Congress used 
disproportionate crime rates to craft 
over-inclusive laws that restrict the 
rights of overwhelmingly law-abiding 
citizens. And in doing so, Congress 
focused on purchases from licensed 
dealers without establishing those 
dealers as the source of the guns 18- to 
20-year-olds use to commit crimes.” 

The majority noted that, “the 
same 18- to 20-year-old men and 
women we depend on to protect us in 
the armed forces and who have since 
our Founding been trusted with the most 
sophisticated weaponry should 
nonetheless be prevented from 
purchasing a handgun from a federally 
licensed dealer for their own protection 
at home. 

“We refuse to accept this 
conclusion. These men and women 
who, historically, have served either 
voluntarily or by conscription may not be 
read out of ‘the people’ in the Second 
Amendment,” held the majority. 

The majority wrote that 18- 
year-olds possess Second Amendment 
rights and enjoy almost every other 
constitutional right and that at the time 
of the country’s founding they were 
required to serve in the militia and 
furnish their own weapons. 

-- richmond.com Jul. 13, 2021 


Reminder not to talk to police 
until you have counsel after a 
self-defense shooting 

From time to time | like to 
remind everyone not to talk to the police, 
with the exception of pointing out 
evidence and witnesses, if you are 
involved in a self-defense shooting until 
after you have a lawyer present. Let the 
police know you'll be cooperating once 
you have legal representation and that 
you are invoking your Fifth Amendment 
right to remain silent. /mportant: you 
must specifically say you are invoking 
the Fifth Amendment before going 
silent. —VCDL-Update 7/7/21 


Reminder about the danger in 
the immediate aftermath of a 


defensive shooting 

In Arvada, Colorado an armed 
citizen came to the aid of a police officer 
that had been shot by a criminal. As the 
criminal returned to his vehicle to fetch 
another firearm in preparation to murder 
more people, an armed citizen shot and 
killed him. 

An arriving officer then shot 
and killed the armed citizen by mistake. 

As | have stated in the past, 
coming to the aid of a police officer can 
be extremely dangerous, as_ other 
arriving officers won’t have any idea who 
you are. The same is true if you are 
involved in regular self-defense 
shooting. 

NEVER ASSUME THE 
POLICE KNOW YOU ARE THE GOOD 
GUY! 

Never be holding any firearm 
or other weapon in your hands when the 
police arrive. You might want to 
preemptively put both your empty hands 
up in the air. Assume that you will be 
considered the perpetrator, ordered to 
the ground, and handcuffed. Comply 
with all orders without question or 
hesitation. Things will get straightened 
out when you have a chance to talk to 
the police in a more controlled 
environment. -- VCDL Update 7//21 


Judicial Watch Sues Chicago 
Mayor for Racial 


Discrimination 

Judicial Watch on May 27, 
2021, filed a lawsuit on behalf of The 
Daily Caller News Foundation and 
reporter Thomas Catenacci against 
Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot for 
violating their First Amendment Rights 
and Catenacci’s right to equal protection 
under the Fourteen Amendment. 

On May 18, 2021 Mayor 
Lightfoot’s office informed multiple 
reporters that she would grant one-on- 
one interviews “only to Black or Brown 
journalists.” 

Judicial Watch filed the lawsuit 
after Catenacci, a white male, emailed 
Mayor Lightfoot’s office three times 
requesting a one-on-one interview with 
the mayor but never received a 
response. 

The lawsuit alleges Mayor 
Lightfoot purposefully discriminated 
against Catenacci “because of his race 
by stating that she would only grant 
interview requests from ‘journalists of 
color”. 

“Mayor Lightfoot’s admitted 
policy of race-based discrimination is 
flagrantly illegal and immoral. Simply 


put, we’re asking the court to fine Mayor 
Lightfoot’s racist abuse unlawful,” said 
JW President Tom Fitton. 

-- The Judicial Watch Verdict Aug. 2021 


GOA’s Victory Paves Way for 


Undoing Biden’s Agenda 

In late March, GOA won its 
bump stock case in the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. 

This is a very significant 
decision and could become a precedent 
that brings down Joe Biden’s entire anti- 
gun agenda. 

The case is Gun Owners of 
America v. Garland and, to date, it 
represents the only judicial victory on 
bump stocks in the entire country. 

The appeals court ruled that “a 
bump stock cannot be classified as a 
machine gun because a bump stock 
does not enable a_ semiautomatic 
firearm to fire more than one shot each 
time the trigger is pulled.” 

Not only that, the court ruled 
that judges cannot give deference to the 
ATF in interpreting federal statutes,such 
as the one defining a machine gun, 
because such laws carry “criminal 
culpability and penalties.” 

This is exactly what GOA 
argued in its bump stock brief before the 
court. 

And this line of argumentation, 
if applied to Biden’s most recent 
Executive Actions, would require those 
regulations to be struck down, as well. 

GOA was also involved in the 
recent Supreme Court case, Canigliia v. 
Strom, which upheld the Second and 
Fourth Amendment rights of gun 
owners. 

In that case the Biden 
Administration actually argued in favor 
of letting police confiscate firearms 
without a warrant. 

Biden’s legal team lost this 
case by a unanimous 9-0 vote in the 
Supreme Court! 

GOA is aggressively pursuing 
several other cases in the courts: 

* Suing Philadelphia over their ban on 
homemade guns and for delays related 
to issuing Concealed Carry permits; 

* Challenging illegal ATF actions against 
concealed carry permit holders in 
Alabama and Michigan: 
“Defending Second 
sanctuaries in Oregon; 
* Opposing gun control in the states of 
Washington (I-1639) and_ Virginia 
(Universal Background Checks). 

GOA is also fighting to block 
the Schumer-Biden-Pelosi plan to pack 
the Supreme Court by increasing the 
number of justices. 

-- The Gun Owners July 12, 2021 
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